
HARO Pitch Template for Travel
A travel reporter posts a source request on Qwoted, Featured, or SourceBottle and you have hours to reply before they file. These pitches answer the exact question fast, lead with real destination knowledge and booking-trend insight, and stay quotable without inventing a single statistic. Each one hands the journalist a clean, paste-ready quote and offers photos, a call, or a fact check so you become the source they come back to.
Destination Expert Commentary
When to use: Answer a place or trend query with sharp, first-hand insight the reporter can attribute to a named source who knows the destination.
Subject: On-record source for your [Publication] story on [Destination or Travel Trend]
Hi [First Name],
Responding to your source request on [Destination or Travel Trend]. I run [Company, e.g. a tour operator or travel agency] and have spent [Number] years working in and around [Destination or Region], so I can speak to the exact point you raised from the ground and get it back to you on deadline.
Here is a quote you can drop in as-is, no editing needed:
"[One sharp, jargon-free sentence answering the exact question from your own time in the destination]"
Attribute it to [Full Name], [Role] at [Company]. If it helps, I can add a lesser-known spot, react to a competing take, or flag a seasonal detail readers usually miss.
To keep it clean for your readers, everything here is my first-hand view from working the destination rather than industry-wide data. If you need hard figures, I can point you to a public tourism board or aviation source.
I have on-location photos I own and can license, plus a short bio and headshot for the credit line.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Role, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
First-Hand Operator or Trip Data Reply
When to use: Share real trends from your own bookings, tours, or trips in ranges and direction, with placeholders and no invented numbers.
Subject: What we are actually seeing in [Destination or Trip Type] bookings, for your piece
Hi [First Name],
Saw your request for travel operators who can share real trends on [Topic]. I run [Company] and book [Trip Type, e.g. small-group tours or custom itineraries] to [Destination], so here is a first-hand read your readers can trust.
What we are seeing on the ground:
· The shift:[the specific change, e.g. more travelers asking for shoulder-season dates]
· The direction:[the trend in direction or a rough range, e.g. requests for this route are up noticeably year over year]
· Why it matters:[the takeaway a reader planning this trip could act on]
I am giving you direction and ranges rather than a precise figure I would have to reverse-engineer, because a made-up booking stat helps neither of us. If you need an exact number, I can check what our data lets me share publicly and confirm it before you file.
Attribute the read to [Full Name], [Role] at [Company]. Glad to go deeper on any point on a quick call.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Role, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Contrarian Travel Take Reply
When to use: Give the reporter a defensible, against-the-grain view that stands out from the generic travel replies on the query.
Subject: A contrarian travel take on [Topic]
Hi [First Name],
Your source request on [Topic] gave me an angle most people replying will not offer you. The popular advice says [the common assumption, e.g. always book flights on a certain day], and working in travel for [Number] years taught me it often does not hold up.
What I actually believe: [your contrarian position in one or two plain sentences]. I changed my mind on this when [the concrete experience that convinced you, e.g. a season of watching real fares and guest feedback], which is the kind of thing a traveler chasing the same advice would want flagged.
I can stand behind this on the record and defend the nuance if an editor pushes back, because it comes from working with real travelers rather than a hot take. To be fair to your piece, it is my view from one corner of the industry, not a universal rule.
If a contrarian pull-quote fits, attribute it to [Full Name], [Role] at [Company]. Happy to add the counterargument too, so you have both sides in one email.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Role, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Safety, Advisory, or Practical Tips Reply
When to use: Offer actionable, responsible guidance when the query wants safe, practical travel advice a reader can follow.
Subject: Practical source for your guide on [Topic, e.g. staying safe in a destination]
Hi [First Name],
Saw your request for someone who can give travelers practical, responsible guidance on [Topic]. I run [Company] and handle this with guests to [Destination] every season, so I can offer tips that actually work on the ground.
1. [Tip one, e.g. the document or booking to sort before you go]: [one plain sentence]
2. [Tip two, e.g. a local safety or transport habit]: [one plain sentence]
3. [Tip three, e.g. what to do if plans go sideways]: [one plain sentence]
One responsible note worth a line: [a caution or nuance most coverage misses]. For anything official, I always point travelers to their government advisory and the local authorities, and I would suggest your piece does the same so readers act on current guidance.
If a quote would anchor the section, attribute it to [Full Name], [Role] at [Company]. I can also send a simple checklist or review the section for accuracy before you file.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Role, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Deals, Pricing, or Booking-Trend Reply
When to use: Comment on what you are seeing in demand and pricing from lived experience when the reporter wants a booking-side view.
Subject: Booking and pricing source for your [Topic] story
Hi [First Name],
Responding to your source request on [Deals, Pricing, or Demand]. I run [Company] and watch fares and demand for [Destination or Route] daily, so I can speak to what is actually happening rather than repeat a headline.
What I am seeing right now:
· [Demand insight, e.g. which dates or destinations travelers are asking for]
· [Pricing insight, e.g. where fares or rates are moving and why]
· [Timing insight, e.g. when readers tend to find the best value]
I am describing the direction I am seeing in qualitative terms, not quoting an average price or a percentage I would have to invent. If you need a specific figure, I will confirm what I can share publicly, or point you to a public fare-tracking source, before you print it.
Attribute the read to [Full Name], [Role] at [Company]. Glad to expand on any one of these on a quick call before your deadline.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Role, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Fast Deadline Travel Reply
When to use: Reply in seconds when the query is closing soon, with one usable quote and nothing else to slow the reporter down.
Subject: Quick travel source for [Topic], on deadline
Hi [First Name],
Fast reply since your deadline is close. I run [Company] and have worked in [Destination or Travel Niche] for [Number] years, so I can go straight to the answer.
Usable quote, on the record:
"[One sharp sentence answering the exact question from first-hand experience]", [Full Name], [Role] at [Company].
If you need a second line for context: [one optional supporting sentence]. This is my first-hand view from the destination, not industry data, so I have kept it to what I can actually stand behind.
I am reachable at [Phone] right now if you want it verified, tightened, or expanded before you file, and I can turn a follow-up around in minutes. I also have on-location photos, plus a bio and headshot, ready for the credit.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Role, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Relationship Follow-Up Note
When to use: Thank the reporter after they publish and stay on their source list for future travel and destination queries.
Subject: Thanks for the mention in [Article Title]
Hi [First Name],
Thanks for including my quote in [Article Title]: the piece read well and you framed the [Topic] point more cleanly than I did. I shared it with our guests and a few people in the travel world, so it got a second life.
If it is ever useful, I am glad to be a standing source when you cover [Beat, e.g. a destination, travel deals, or family travel] and are up against a deadline. I keep answers first-hand and quotable, stick to what I can actually back up, and never invent a booking number to sound more impressive.
I can also give you a heads-up on what I am seeing before it hits the mainstream: [a shift in demand, a new route, or a seasonal pricing trend worth watching] is one I am close to right now, if you want to get ahead of it. I own on-location photos for a lot of these destinations too, if you ever need art to run with a story.
No need to reply. Mostly wanted to say thanks and leave the door open for the next story.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Role, Company]
[Email / Phone]
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