
HARO Pitch Template for Crypto
A reporter posts a crypto source request on Qwoted, Featured, or SourceBottle and you have hours to reply. These founder and analyst pitches answer the exact question, cite on-chain or product data you can verify, and stay quotable. They frame everything as education and analysis, never advice or a price call, so an editor covering a volatile, high-scrutiny market can trust the quote.
Founder or Builder Commentary
When to use: Answer a trend query with on-record insight on what you are building or seeing in the market, attributed to a named, credentialed source.
Subject: Crypto founder source for your [Publication] story on [Topic]
Hi [First Name],
Responding to your source request on [Topic]. I am the founder of [Company], a [Category, e.g. layer-2 protocol or wallet infrastructure] team I have run for [Number] years, so I can speak to the exact point you raised from the builder seat and get it back to you on deadline.
Here is a quote you can drop in as-is, no editing needed:
"[One sharp, plain-language sentence on what you are building or seeing, framed as observation not advice]"
Attribute it to [Full Name], Founder and [Title] at [Company]. I have kept it to analysis, not a recommendation to buy or sell anything, and I can add a technical angle or hop on a five-minute call before you file.
To keep it clean for your readers, this is my read on the space, not investment advice, and crypto is volatile and risky, so I would frame it as one builder's perspective. Happy to point you to a public source if you need hard figures.
A short bio and headshot are ready if you need them for the credit line.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
On-Chain or First-Hand Data Reply
When to use: Cite verifiable on-chain or product metrics from your own protocol, with placeholders and a source link so the reporter can check every number.
Subject: Verifiable on-chain data for your piece on [Topic]
Hi [First Name],
Saw your request for sources who can share real data on [Topic]. I run [Company] and can point you to figures you can verify yourself rather than take on faith.
What the data shows and where to check it:
· The metric:[the specific on-chain or product figure, e.g. active addresses or total value locked, with the number]
· The source:[the public explorer, dashboard, or analytics tool where a reader can confirm it]
· What it means:[a plain-language read of what the number does and does not tell you]
Every figure here is public and checkable, so please verify it against the source before you print rather than rely on my word. I have not projected any price or return from it, since that would be advice and the market is volatile.
Attribute the read to [Full Name], Founder of [Company]. Glad to walk through the methodology on a quick call.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Regulation or Policy Take
When to use: Offer a measured view on rules, compliance, or a new policy when the reporter wants someone who lives inside the regulatory reality.
Subject: A measured policy take on [Regulation or Topic]
Hi [First Name],
Your source request on [Regulation or Topic] is one I can speak to from inside the space. I run [Company] and we have had to build around [the specific rule, framework, or agency in question], so I can explain what it means in practice.
Where I would keep it measured:
1. What the rule actually requires:[one plain sentence, no spin]
2. How it changes what teams build:[one plain sentence from your own compliance experience]
3. The open question:[the part that is still unsettled or being interpreted]
I am giving you a practitioner's read, not legal advice, and I would not tell your readers what any of it means for their own holdings. Where the law is unsettled, I have said so rather than guess.
If a measured quote fits, attribute it to [Full Name], Founder of [Company]. I can also flag a regulator or public filing worth citing so the piece stands on the record.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Security or Risk Explainer
When to use: Help readers understand an exploit, scam pattern, or protocol risk clearly when the query wants someone who can explain the how.
Subject: Plain-language source for your explainer on [Exploit or Risk]
Hi [First Name],
Saw your request for someone who can break down [Exploit or Risk] for readers. I am the founder of [Company] and work on [Security Area, e.g. smart-contract audits or key management], so I can explain how this works and how people get hurt without the hype.
1. [How the risk or exploit works]: [one plain sentence]
2. [Why users fall for it]: [one plain sentence]
3. [What actually reduces the risk]: [one plain sentence, framed as general safety, not a product pitch]
One nuance worth a line: [a subtle point most coverage misses, e.g. why a common fix is not enough]. I have kept this vendor-neutral so it protects your readers regardless of what wallet or chain they use.
If a quote would anchor the section, attribute it to [Full Name], Founder and [Title] at [Company]. I can send a simple diagram of the attack path if it helps you file with confidence.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Contrarian Take Reply
When to use: Give the reporter a reasoned against-the-grain view that stands out from the consensus crypto replies on the query.
Subject: A contrarian take on [Topic]
Hi [First Name],
Your source request on [Topic] gave me an angle most sources replying will not offer you. The consensus in the space says [the common assumption], and building [Company] for [Number] years taught me to question it.
What I actually think: [your contrarian position in one or two plain sentences, framed as analysis]. I reached it when [the concrete experience or data that changed your mind], which is the kind of thing a reader following the hype would want flagged.
I can stand behind this on the record and defend the nuance if an editor pushes back, because it is drawn from what I have seen firsthand, not a hot take. To be fair to your piece, it is my analysis as one builder, not a prediction and not advice, and crypto is volatile.
If a contrarian pull-quote fits, attribute it to [Full Name], Founder of [Company]. Happy to add the counterargument too so you have both sides in one email.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Fast Deadline Reply
When to use: Reply in seconds when the query is closing soon, with one quote-ready line and nothing else to slow the reporter down.
Subject: Quick crypto source for [Topic], on deadline
Hi [First Name],
Fast reply since your deadline is close. I am the founder of [Company], a [Category] team I have run for [Number] years, so I can go straight to the answer.
Quote-ready, on the record:
"[One sharp sentence answering the exact question as analysis, no price call]", [Full Name], Founder of [Company].
If you need a second line for context: [one optional supporting sentence]. This is my analysis, not investment advice, and the market is volatile, so I have kept it to what I can stand behind.
I am reachable at [Phone] right now if you want it verified, tightened, or expanded before you file, and I can turn a follow-up around in minutes. Bio and headshot are ready if you need them for the credit.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[Email / Phone]
 
Relationship Follow-Up
When to use: Thank the reporter after they publish and stay on their source list for future crypto and blockchain queries.
Subject: Thanks for the mention in [Article Title]
Hi [First Name],
Thanks for including my quote in [Article Title]: the piece read well and you framed the [Topic] point more cleanly than I did. I shared it with our team and a few people in the space, so it got a second life.
If it is ever useful, I am glad to be a standing source when you cover [Beat, e.g. DeFi, on-chain data, or crypto policy] and are up against a deadline. I keep answers first-hand and quotable, frame everything as analysis rather than advice, and never fabricate a number to sound more impressive.
I can also give you a heads-up on what I am watching before it hits the mainstream: [a protocol change, a regulatory move, or an on-chain shift worth watching] is one I am close to right now, if you want to get ahead of it. Happy to explain the risk plainly so your readers see both the upside and the downside.
No need to reply. Mostly wanted to say thanks and leave the door open for the next story.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[Email / Phone]
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