
Broken-Link Building Outreach Template
Broken-link building works because you're doing the site owner a favor first. Find a 404 on a relevant page, then offer your equivalent as the fix.
Standard 404 Report + Replacement
When to use: Flag a single dead link on someone's article or guide, then offer your live page as the fix.
Subject: Broken link on your [page topic] page
Hi [First Name],
I was reading your guide on [article title] earlier today and wanted to give you a heads-up: one of the links is dead. The link to [anchor text] ([dead URL]) now returns a 404, so readers who click it hit a blank page.
If it helps, we recently published something that covers the same ground: [your URL]. It includes [what makes it a true replacement], so it could be a clean swap wherever that broken link sits. No pressure either way.
Mostly I just wanted to flag the dead link so it doesn't cost you readers. Thanks for putting the original together.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[URL]
 
Resource / Links Page Dead Link
When to use: Report a broken entry on a curated resource or links roundup and suggest your page for that slot.
Subject: One dead link in your [topic] resource list
Hi [First Name],
Your [resource / links page title] page is a genuinely useful roundup, so I bookmarked it. While clicking through, I found that one entry is broken: [anchor text] ([dead URL]) now returns a 404.
Since you keep that list current, you may want a replacement for that spot. We maintain [your URL], which covers [same subtopic as the dead link] and is actively updated. If it fits the bar you set for the rest of the list, it might earn the slot.
Either way, the dead link was the main thing I wanted to flag. Thanks for curating such a helpful page.
Cheers,
[Your Name] · [Company] · [URL]
 
Competitor's Now-Dead Link
When to use: A page links to a competitor or former tool that has gone offline, and you offer your live equivalent.
Subject: A link on your [page topic] page no longer works
Hi [First Name],
I was going through your [page title] page and noticed the link to [dead resource / former tool name] ([dead URL]) is dead: the site appears to have shut down, so it now returns a 404.
If you're refreshing that section, we run a working alternative that does the same job: [your URL]. It offers [what readers got from the old link, now live], so it could keep that part of the page useful for your audience. Totally your call.
Mainly wanted to make sure the broken link was on your radar. Thanks for the helpful write-up.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[URL]
 
Multiple Broken Links on One Page
When to use: Several links on the same page are dead, so you list them all and offer a fit for the most relevant one.
Subject: A few broken links on your [page topic] page
Hi [First Name],
I spent some time on your [page title] page: it's a thorough resource. While reading, I noticed a handful of the outbound links have gone dead and now return 404s:
· [anchor text 1]: [dead URL 1]
· [anchor text 2]: [dead URL 2]
· [anchor text 3]: [dead URL 3]
I figured a quick list would save you the hunt. For the [most relevant dead link] one specifically, we have a current resource that covers the same topic: [your URL], if you'd like a replacement for that slot. No worries if not.
Either way, hope the list helps keep the page in good shape. Thanks for the great work.
Cheers,
[Your Name] · [Company] · [URL]
 
Wayback-Confirmed Replacement
When to use: You checked the archived version, so you can describe exactly what the dead link used to offer.
Subject: Dead link on your [page topic] page (here's what it used to be)
Hi [First Name],
Quick heads-up on your [page title] page: the link to [anchor text] ([dead URL]) now returns a 404. I checked the archived version, and it used to be [what the original page covered], so readers are missing that piece now.
We published something that covers the same thing the original did, kept current: [your URL]. It includes [matching feature or section], so it lines up closely with what readers expected from that link. Only if it's a fit, of course.
Mostly wanted to flag the broken link and save you the digging into what it once pointed to. Thanks for maintaining such a useful page.
Best,
[Your Name]
[Title, Company]
[URL]
 
Polite Follow-Up
When to use: Send one gentle nudge a few days after your first broken-link email goes unanswered.
Subject: Re: Broken link on your [page topic] page
Hi [First Name],
Just floating this back to the top in case it slipped past. The link to [anchor text] ([dead URL]) on your [page title] page is still returning a 404, so I wanted to make sure it was on your radar.
No reply needed: fixing the dead link is the main thing. If a replacement is useful, [your URL] covers the same ground, but that part is entirely optional.
Thanks again for the helpful page, and I'll leave it there either way.
Best,
[Your Name] · [Company]
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